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God is not outside the individual but is in him ready to shine
and manifest Himself, if the obstructions are removed. Even
sacrifices were regarded as means for the cleansing of the self.
There is insistence on the stilling of outward activities, foe
unsheathing of the soul, the getting beyond the successive layers
of consciousness, till we reach the pure spirit in us. So creeds
and ceremonies are fetters to be shaken off by the free in spirit
Even the images we worship are imaginative presentments of
the Reality which cannot be adequately depicted or described:

'They are but broken lights of Thee

And Thou, O Lord, art more than they.'

Creeds are valuable as means to the realization, and only
the ignorant quarrel about them. Bodhidharma who
taught the contemplative sect known in China as the Ch'an
(from Sanskrit dhyana) and in Japan as the Zen school had
two important Chinese disciples, Hui-si and Chi-K*ai. The
latter went beyond his master and evolved a new system,
which reconciled the apparent contradictions in the teachings
of the Buddha. He said: "The diversity of human condi-
tions is extreme, the philosophical theories are many, but
the end is one. It is to get over the evil, to attain the truth
and the ultimate good. It does not matter much by which
way each of them arrives at it, it is enough if he can arrive
at it. Those who do not understand it compare and discuss
the teachings of various schools, those who understand it
accept them all and assimilate them,* The Buddhists in
China and Japan study the texts of Hmayana and Mahayana
and recognize their importance, as they are suited to different
temperaments and lead to the one end of living a life of spirit.
The religiousness of an individual is to be measured more
by the fruits of the spirit than by the affirmations of theology.
An ampler survey of fhe experience of the human race
reveals that one can get religious purpose into one's life
without indulging in dogmatic fashions. We may not accept
any particular creed, it is enough if we live the life.
'They who have lived with the Eternal Word are Christians
even though we call them atheists,* said Justin Martyr.